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Initial Study  

1. Project  Title 

2015 Blake Street Residential Project 

2. Lead  Agency Name and Address  

City of Berkeley Planning & Development Department, Land Use Division 
1947 Center Street, 2nd Floor 
Berkeley, California 94704 

3. Contact Person, Phone Number, and Email  

Sharon Gong, Senior Planner 
(510) 981-7429 
sgong@cityofberkeley.info  

4. Project Location  

The project site encompasses 0.96 acres (41,735 square feet) and seven parcels at 2001-2015 Blake 
Street and 2012-2020 Dwight Way (Alameda County AssessorΩs Parcel Numbers 55-1822-14, 55-
1822-13-4, 55-1822-13-3, 55-1822-13-2, 55-1822-21, 55-1822-22, and 55-1822-23) in the City of 
Berkeley. The site covers an area towards the center of the block enclosed by Dwight Way, Shattuck 
Avenue, Blake Street, and Milvia Street, and its two longest frontages are along Dwight Way and 
Blake Street. The site also has a small frontage at Milvia Street, at the corner with Blake Street.  

Figure 1 shows the regional location of the project site and Figure 2 shows the project siteΩs 
immediate location and selected nearby land uses. 

5. Project Sponsor õs Name and Address  

Laconia Development, LLC 
1981 North Broadway Suite 145 
Walnut Creek, California 94596 

6. General Plan Designation  

The project site is designated as High Density Residential (HDR) in the 2003 City of Berkeley General 
Plan. The General Plan defines the HDR designation as άgenerally characterized by large, multi-
family structures conveniently located near transit, the Downtown, the University campus, or BART. 
Appropriate uses for these areas include residential, community service, schools, institutional, 
recreational uses, open space, and in some cases where allowed by zoning, ground-floor 
commercial and office.έ (City of Berkeley 2003). 
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Figure 1 Regional Location  
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Figure 2 Project Site Location  
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7. Zoning  

The project site is in the Multi-Family Residential Zoning District (R-4). The Berkeley Municipal Code 
(BMC) lists the following purposes for the R-4 district (BMC Section 23D.40.020): 

A. Implement Master Plan policy by encouraging development of relatively high density 
residential areas; 

B. Make available housing for persons who desire both convenience of location and a 
reasonable amount of Usable Open Space; 

C. Protect adjacent properties from unreasonable obstruction of light and air; 

D. Permit the construction of residential structures, such as residential hotels, and hotels, 
which will provide housing opportunities for transient or seasonal residents; 

E. Permit the construction of institutional and office uses when such will not be detrimental to 
the immediate neighborhood.  

8. Description of Project  

The proposed project would involve the following major components: 

Á Merging the seven parcels within the site into two: άParcel 1,έ 7,261 square feet, at the north 
portion of the site with frontage along Dwight Way and; άParcel 2,έ 34,485 square feet, at the 
south portion of the site with frontages along Blake Street and Milvia Street.  

Á Demolition of the four existing buildings in the southern portion of the site at 2001, 2011, 2015, 
and 2019 Blake Street.  

Á Relocation and restoration of the two existing residential buildings at 2012 and 2020 Dwight 
Way within proposed Parcel 1. 

Á Construction of two new multi-family residential buildings within proposed Parcel 2. 

Figure 3 shows the proposed site plan, and Table 1 provides information about the proposed 
project.  

Relocation and Restoration of Two Existing Buildings  

The project would involve relocation and restoration of the two Victorian-style two-story multi-
family residential buildings at 2012 and 2020 Dwight Way. Both buildings would be shifted north 
and east so that they would be completely within the newly created Parcel 1. Figure 4 depicts the 
existing configuration of the two buildings, and Figure 5 depicts the proposed site plan at the 
proposed Parcel 1.  

The project would also involve rehabilitation of the two buildings, including repairs at the 
foundations, electrical panel (including new individual electrical meters for some units), and sewer 
lateral, exterior decks, stairs, siding, and paint, new roofs, new interior paint, doors and trim, 
fixtures, interior floors, cabinets, countertops, and appliances, and new exterior landscaping. The 
number of unit and overall layout within each building would remain the same. 2012 Dwight Way 
contains four units and 2020 Dwight Way contains three units. The tenants within the existing units 
would be offered temporary housing by the developer during the relocation and restoration of the 
buildings consistent with the requirements of BMC Chapter 13.84. Seven new parking spaces for the  
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Figure 3 Proposed Site Plan ð Entire Project  

 







































































































































































































































































http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/caleemod/user's-guide---october-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/caleemod/user's-guide---october-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=6
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/scopingplan/scoping_plan_2017.pdf




http://www.ebmud.com/water-and-drought/about-your-water/water-supply/urban-water-management-plan/
http://www.ebmud.com/water-and-drought/about-your-water/water-supply/urban-water-management-plan/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/118131/transit-noise-and-vibration-impact-assessment-manual-fta-report-no-0123_0.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/118131/transit-noise-and-vibration-impact-assessment-manual-fta-report-no-0123_0.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/research-innovation/118131/transit-noise-and-vibration-impact-assessment-manual-fta-report-no-0123_0.pdf
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